What Is Clergy Sexual Abuse?

Clergy sexual abuse occurs when sexual activity
of any kind is enacted by a priest (or Deacon),
thereby abusing the power and authority of
the pastoral role committed to the priest (or
Deacon) and violating the rights and dignity

of the persons affected by such misconduct.

The fundamental dynamic at the heart of
Clergy sexual abuse is that of an abuse of
power. The role of Priest, or any religious
figure, offers the potential of a relationship

of immeasurable value. A person in their care
ultimately looks to them for the fulfillment of
the deepest expression of self to the divine.
Thus, the relationship offers solace where

there is pain, hope where there is despair, and
fulfillment where there is emptiness. The Priest
is looked to either consciously or unconsciously

as a person of power.

Who May Be Victimized By
Clergy Sexual Abuse?

Anyone may potentially be victimized by clergy
sexual abuse. This includes not only minors,
but also young adults and adults, both male

and female.

Can Clergy Sexual Activity Ever
Be Consensual On The Part of
the Victim?

NEVER! The Power Differential in the rela-
tionship automatically puts the Priest (or
Deacon) in the position of power. Therefore,
there can never exist a true mutually consen-
sual agreement. It is the obligation of the
priest (or clergy) to hold the sexual bound-

aries in all relationships.

MISSION: ¥

istry calls the Diocese of Oakland
ess with integrity the harsh realities of
sexual abuse in pastoral settings.

Survivors of clergy sexual abuse, lay persons
lergy, work together to;
°
ort and empower survivors in their
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°
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areness of the issues
ing clergy sexual abuse
°
Create, sustain and insure implementation
of policies designed to prevent abuse, and

' to hold abusers accountable
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