
A badly damaged home in Wawa Bar, on the Caribbean 
coast of Nicaragua, which bore the brunt of Hurricane Eta.
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CRS and our partners are bringing emergency shelter materials, water and sanitation 
supplies and vital household items to communities hit by hurricanes Iota and Eta

Honduras

Colombia

CONTEXT
Communities across Central and South America are reeling from the impacts of 
back-to-back hurricanes this month. On November 3, Hurricane Eta approached 
Nicaragua with winds reaching 150 mph before making landfall as a tropical storm. 
The storm caused landslides and heavy flooding as well as severely damaging 
homes and infrastructure across Nicaragua, Guatemala and Mexico. 

Two weeks later—on November 17—Hurricane Iota followed a similar path, but the 
impact of wind and heavy rain also affected the Colombian Archipelago of San 
Andrés and Providencia. Early information indicates the need for emergency 
shelter, water, food and psychosocial support. 

Across the region, CRS supports 13 local faith institutions to effectively prepare for 
and respond to disasters through its program Empowering Partner Organizations 
Working on Emergency Responses, or EMPOWER. CRS and our local partners, with 
support from the EMPOWER team, have initiated immediate relief efforts in the 
affected countries listed below as well as in Mexico and Colombia.

IMPACT
Nicaragua
CRS sent a team to assess damage by Eta in Puerto Cabezas, or Bilwi as it is 
known in the Miskito language, on the northern Caribbean coast near where the 
first hurricane made landfall. Some communities in these areas had already 
seen upward of 90% of homes severely damaged or destroyed. Hurricane Iota 
then made landfall just a few miles south and followed a similar path to Eta. At 
least 16 people have reportedly been killed as a result of Iota.

Mexico

Guatemala

El Salvador
Nicaragua

San Andrés and 
Providencia
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In the Miskito 
community of Wawa 
Bar in Nicaragua, 
homes were 
badly damaged 
or destroyed, and 
subsistence farmers 
lost all their crops. 
There is no potable 
water and wells have 
been contaminated.  
Photo by Katlyn Holland/
CRS

  To mitigate 
the risks and 
impacts of 
COVID-19, 
CRS and 
our partners 
will modify 
programs to 
use COVID-19 
preventive 
measures 
including 
physical 
distancing and 
provision of 
handwashing 
facilities.

Initial reports from the government of 
Nicaragua note further significant damage to 
infrastructure, with fallen trees and overflowing 
rivers preventing access to affected areas. 
More than 120,000 households are reported 
to be without power, and outages are limiting 
cellphone communication. Water supplies have 
been interrupted for 70,000 households. In the 
departments of Jinotega, Matagalpa and Madriz, 
CRS partners report that the severe damage to 
crops after Eta has been exacerbated by Iota.

Honduras
The government of Honduras has reported 
1.8 million people affected by Eta, including 
38 deaths and eight people missing. Remote 
communities remain inaccessible, mostly in 
El Paraíso, Yoro, Santa Bárbara, Cortés and 
Copán departments. Following Iota, the number 
of people affected could reach as many as 
3 million. The Valle de Sula metropolitan 
area has again been flooded. Other regions 
with severe damage are the departments of 
El Paraíso on the border with Nicaragua, Santa 
Bárbara, Atlántida, Yoro and Colón.

At least 750 shelters have been established, 
hosting more than 71,000 people. Many shelters 
lack sanitation facilities, water, electricity and 
waste disposal, and even minimal COVID-19 
mitigation measures. The number of people 
outside shelters may be double that of those 
inside, as many have set up informal camps.

Honduras may see a spike in confirmed 
COVID-19 cases due to the crowded conditions 
in enclosed evacuation shelters. 

Infrastructure has been damaged further. There 
have been 46 landslides on main roads, damage 
to 39 roads and three bridges, and San Pedro 
Sula International Airport is again completely 
flooded. Hundreds of thousands of acres of 
crops have been damaged or destroyed. The 
government of Honduras had yet to quantify 
the losses due to Eta when Iota hit, impacting 
the productive infrastructure again and causing 
harvest losses.

Guatemala
Iota has caused more major landslides and 
significant new flooding. Nine rivers overflowed, 
and videos are circulating that show more 
houses being washed away. CONRED—the 
National Coordination for Disaster Reduction 
of Guatemala—reports that more than 130,000 
people are affected, with more than 4,000 
people in formal collective shelters. CONRED is 
also reporting additional damage to roads and 
bridges.

El Salvador 
The government of El Salvador reports 880 
people in temporary shelters in La Libertad, 
San Salvador and La Unión. The Lempa River 
has flooded and is expected to continue rising 
in the coming days. Multiple further rivers are 
being monitored for potential flooding. Loss of 
agricultural livelihoods is being reported across 
the country; partners estimate a 90% to 100% 
loss in the east of the country, and a 50% to 70% 
loss in the west.

CRS AND PARTNER RESPONSE
CRS and our partners have been at the front lines 
of both the Eta and Iota responses—including 
conducting rapid assessments in the heavily 
affected areas. The CRS country program and 
EMPOWER team will support partners’ efforts, 
from assessment to relief through recovery. To 
mitigate the risks and impacts of COVID-19, CRS 
and our partners will adapt programming and 
include preventive measures. Across the affected 
countries, CRS and our partners are expanding 
support in the following ways: 

¡ Emergency shelter materials.
¡ Water, sanitation and hygiene supplies, 

including to mitigate the risk and spread of

¡ Living and household supplies.
¡ Debris removal in urban areas.
¡ Longer-term support will likely prioritize

shelter repair, rehabilitation of water 
infrastructure, and support for livelihoods 
recovery. 

HOW TO HELP 
 ¡ Donate online: Support.crs.org/hurricanes
 ¡ Donate by phone: 1-877-HELP-CRS
 ¡ Donate by check: Hurricanes Eta and Iota Response 

Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21297-0303

COVID-19.

Support.crs.org/hurricanes

