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Diocese of Oakland Safe Environment Office
Adult, Children and Youth Safe Environment 1raining
Promulgation Letter

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Churist,

The mission of our Safe Environment office is to assist the Church in creating a safe haven for
children, youth, vulnerable adults and all people. By breaking the silence about abuse, the risk of any
abuse 15 greatly reduced, especially sexual abuse. Therefore, education for both children and adults 1s a
key component in preventing further abuse, and aids in healing for those who have suffered abuse in
the past.

As Bishop of the Diocese of Oakland, I am commutted to promoting awareness educaton for children
and adults to significantly reduce the chances for abuse. As we learn to recognize the signs of potential
abuse, we are better able to help those who are most vulnerable, our children and other vulnerable
adults. Safe environment education gives children the framework to know what is and what is not
approptiate behavior. It teaches them they do not have to remain silent if something is happening in
their lives. Most importantly, it teaches the dignity of the human person, respect for themselves and
for others, according to the Gospel values we are called to proclaim.

I have reviewed our Virtus online adult training modules, the learning objectives for Safe Environment
Curriculum and the curriculum resources for children and youth. I am pleased to confirm I have
approved all the material being made available to schools, patishes and other Diocesan sites for child

and adult tramning.

I would like to thank all who work towards creating safe environments in our patishes, schools and
throughout our Diocese of Oakland. May the Lord reward you for your good work.

With the assurance of my prayers and blessing, I am

Yours sincerely in Christ,
f?h«ém/dm/«u/

The Most Reverend Michael C Batber, §]

Bishop of Oakland

For the greater glory of God



