DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

APPLICATION FOR DISPENSATION FROM CANONICAL (CATHOLIC) FORM OF MARRIAGE

This application is to be submitted BEFORE any definite arrangements
regarding date or place of marriage are made.

(Please Print or Type)

Dear Judicial Vicar

___________________________________,a Catholic, residing in the parish of _________________________. 
city of ________________________________________, requests a dispensation from the Canonical form of 
Marriage for (his/her) marriage to ________________________________________________, a non-Catholic.

1. Please outline in detail the reasons for the request.

2. Please explain the relationship between the non-Catholic party and the non-Catholic church/place or minister.

3. How actively does the Catholic party practice the faith?

4. What is the reaction of the family of the Catholic party?

5. Do you recommend that the dispensation be granted?

Name of the proposed Officiating Minister _______________________________________________________

Name of proposed church/place of marriage ______________________________________________________

Please attach to this application a letter from the couple, addressed to the Bishop, requesting the Dispensation and briefly outlining their serious reasons for the request.  (cf. Diocesan Directives 1972, page 4) Statute 119, 1,2, 124, 3;, pg. 2).              Also attach processing fee:  $50
_______________________________________________         Dated:  _________________________                     Parish seal
 Signature of Requesting Priest/Deacon
For Tribunal use only: 
Granted______
Not Granted________
      __________________________________________








Judicial Vicar
Date: ___________________________________




         Rev. 03/2020
OFFICIAL DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES
1971
Dispensations from the Canonical Form of Marriage

(cf. Statutes #113, 4; #119, 1 & 2)

When petition is made for dispensation from the Canonical form of marriage, there must be a letter from the Catholic party making the request and stating the reasons for the request. The priest dealing with the parties must also present a letter, giving his recommendations and his reasons for making the request. No commitment of any kind must be given to the parties until and unless the dispensation is officially granted.
OFFICIAL DIOCESAN DIRECTIVES 
1972, page 4
(cf. Statutes#124, 4; #124, 3; DD 1971 p.2)
Only for an unusual and extraordinary reason will a dispensation be given in the Diocese of Oakland. Faculties to grant this dispensation are given to the Ordinary and have been reserved to the personal judgment of the Bishop. They are not to be encouraged or promised by any priest. 

Mixed marriages are still forbidden by law for reasons born of the experience of the Church. When they are permitted with a dispensation, we should be everything possible to strengthen the faith of the Catholic party and to protect the faith of the children.  A further dispensation from the canonical form of marriage, unless some very special relationship between the non-Catholic party and a Protestant minister is involved, might tend to weaken the faith of the Catholic party.

