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Together, we affirm the power of Catholic education to 
transform lives. 
For over a century, Catholic education has empowered families to break the cycle of poverty 
through academic excellence, faith formation, and community service. Family Aid-Catholic 
Education, or FACE, is a ministry of the Oakland Diocese that provides tuition grants to low-
income families so they can access a faith-based, Catholic elementary, middle school, and/or 
high school education for their child(ren). Funded by individuals, families, and organizations 
with support from the diocese, FACE provides more than 600 grants per year, totaling $1.7M.

OUR VISION

By partnering with our generous supporters to award scholarships to deserving families, 
we are providing the young students of today the opportunity to rise above their 
economic challenges. �is investment will inspire the next generation of active and 
engaged community leaders of tomorrow.

OUR MISSION 

To provide tuition assistance that enables diverse low-income children to attend Catholic 
schools and help families break the cycle of poverty by supporting access to quality 
Catholic education in the Diocese of Oakland encompassing the counties of Alameda and 
Contra Costa.

Our family has been honored to be part of the School of the Madeleine and St. 
Mary Magdalene Parish communities. Jaxon is thriving in 5th grade and Bennie 
is �ourishing in Kindergarten. Our family loves the focus on spiritual, mental, 
and physical education, and the inclusion of fostering peace and social justice. 
We donate our time whenever we can and hold up our family to the values of 
our communities. As our home and work life shift, it’s been a blessing to have 
our educational community stay constant. Jessica and Joe Bitting

“
“

FAMILY AID - CATHOLIC EDUCATION

FAST facts
Make a GifT: 

oakdiocese.org/face-donation

“I want nothing more than to allow my kids to grow up in a similar environment as I did by 
attending a Catholic private school in the same diocese as I did. I’ve constantly volunteered 
at St. David this year in order to contribute to the school and community, and to make it a 
memorable place for the kids. I’ve built strong relationships with fellow parents and with 
teachers – and really feel like this school is home to me and my daughter. �e goal is to have 
my three children attending a Catholic private school like I did from K-8.”

Sophia Garcia



My wife, Allison, and I are both products of 
Catholic education, and proponents of its impact. 
From the beginning of our marriage, we were 
aligned in our desire to educate our children in 
Catholic schools. It wasn’t until we began raising 
a growing family of our own that we realized how 
daunting the �nancial commitment can be. 

In the early years of our family, I wasn’t sure how I was going to make Catholic 
education a reality for my own family, let alone believe I had the means to help 
others. I believe there is a natural human inclination to self-preservation, and 
I held a scarcity mindset that helped me rationalize giving only from what 
I considered to be “excess.” I assumed I’d feel more generous once we were 

“there” and would feel comfortable giving back, but not before. �e daunting 
expense of raising a family in California and fear of the unknown can provide 
all the justi�cation we need to not “overextend” in our giving. It was easy to 
let the pressures and fears of the future overwhelm us and turn our hearts 
away from our call to charity and love of neighbor. FACE gave us the blessing 
of highlighting the multitude of families across our Diocese who desired to 
prioritize Catholic education for the same reasons we had, while showing us 
the impact of our giving to families just like ours.
 
God willing, at some point in the not-so-distant future we’ll have three 
children in high school at the same time, and then three in college for several 
years. We pray that we’ll be able to continue prioritizing Catholic education 
throughout, and if we think too much about it, we know the anxiety of that 
�nancial reality can easily overwhelm. At the same time, we know that we are 
blessed with much today, and we are called to share in these blessings with our 
neighbor and help make Catholic education accessible to more children across 
our diocese. We pray for the fortitude to continue to trust in the Lord and His 
plan for our future, and for our hearts to remain open to answering His call to 
give generously in the service of His mission. We humbly invite you to join us.

An Invitation:  

The Gift of Catholic 
Education 

by Justin Gagnon

Are You Called to 
Support?

When you give a gift, serve with, and 
support FACE, you provide access to 
faith-based, Catholic education and 

ensure that we lift up our children for 
generations to come.

The Student Population Served by 
FACE Through Your Gifts & Generosity

American Indian/Alaskan Native:<1%
Middle Eastern: 1%
Native Hawaiian/Paci�c Islander: 2%
Other: 3%
Asian: 10%
White: 11%
Black or African-American: 16%
Hispanic, Latino or Spanish: 56%

In the 2024-25 school year, thanks to 
your generosity, FACE awarded 521 
individual students �nancial aid to attend 
a Catholic school in either Alameda or 
Contra Costa counties. As a result, they 
are experiencing a Catholic, faith-based 
education their families would otherwise 
not be able to a�ord. THANK YOU!

Who We Serve

�e Gagnon Family

100% of students receiving FACE 
grants come from families that fall 
within U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development low-income guidelines.

Your gifts help the families most in need 
of assistance gain access to the Catholic 
education, values, and formation they 
desire for their children.
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