
 

Date: _______ 

Comp#______ 

PetHis   

FC          

Ck# ________ 

Fee ________ 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

 

This Form C must be completed by the PASTORAL MINISTER, not the Petitioner

DIOCESE OF OAKLAND 

2121 Harrison Street, Oakland, CA  94612 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONNAIRE - FORM C 

(Formal cases of nullity & Privilege of the Faith Cases) 

          

 

Pastoral Minister:  Parish:  

Parish telephone:  
Other telephone:  

Street:  
City:                                                  ZIP  

PETITIONER  RESPONDENT  

Present Name:  Present Name:  

Birth Name:  Birth Name:  

Address:  
Street:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
City: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
State: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zip: _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _  

Address:  
Street: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
City: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
State: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zip: _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _  

Telephone: (H)                         (W)  Telephone: (H)                           (W)  

Marriage to Respondent was 1st, 2nd, etc. (Specify):  Marriage to Petitioner was 1st, 2nd, etc. (Specify):  

Religion at time of marriage:  
Present religion:  

Religion at time of marriage:  
Present religion  

Date of Baptism:  
Church: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Street: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
City, etc.  

In RCIA? � Received: _ _ / _ _ / _ _ _ _  

Date of Baptism:  
Church: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Street: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
City, etc.:  

Birth date & place:  Birth date & place:  

Age at time of this marriage:  Age at time of this marriage:  

Petitioner has lived in the Diocese of Oakland for ..........  years and has no plans to leave it.  

Petitioner will leave the Diocese on:  Petitioner will move to:  

Date or length of Engagement:  Marriage License from:  

Date of non-Catholic wedding:  

Civil � Religious  � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Place:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
City, etc.  

Date of Catholic wedding:  
Name of Church: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Street: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
City, etc.  

Marital cohabitation: . . . . . . . years . . . . . . . .months  
Date of final separation:  

Date of final Decree of Divorce:  
State & Co. of Divorce:  

Number of children:  Who has physical custody:  

Petitioner’s intention: new Marriage �      Convalidation �       Religious vocation �  

Intended spouse free to marry?: Yes �   No  � Will submit case  � Case already submitted  � 



 
1 At the time of the exchange of marriage vows, did both parties intend a permanent, lifelong 

commitment which could be dissolved only by death?  
Petitioner: ........................................................ Respondent .......................................................................... 
 

2 At that time, did both parties intend to have children?   
Petitioner: .......................................................  Respondent: ........................................................................ 
 

3 At that time, did both parties intend an exclusive and faithful relationship?  
Petitioner: .........................................................Respondent: ........................................................................ 
 

4 Why does the Petitioner believe this marriage failed? ................................................................................. 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 

5 Why does the Petitioner believe this was not a valid marriage?  ................................................................. 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 

6. Did any of the following factors lead to the marriage?  Check all that apply:  

pregnancy-�      pressure-�      forced separation-�      escape parental home-�      rebound-� 

immaturity-�     guilt-�     deception-�     insecurity-�     status gain-�      substance abuse-� 

 
Other factors: ................................................................................................................................................ 

7. What led to the eventual break-down of the marriage?  Check all that apply:  

infidelity-�     refusal to have children-�     substance abuse-�     physical abuse-�  

emotional abuse-�     psychological disorder-�      homosexuality-�     forced separation-� 

financial irresponsibility -�     interference-�     poor communication-�     sexual difficulties-� 

 
  Other factors: .................................................................................................................................................  
 
8. Any counseling received by either the Petitioner or the Respondent, at any time in their lives: 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 
  

9. Is Petitioner/Respondent paying spousal support? ...................child support?..............................................  
 
Any other matters, arising from the divorce, not yet resolved? .................................................................... 
 
Is there any hope of reconciliation? .............................................................................................................. 
 

Has the Respondent re-married? Yes-�     No-�     Unknown-� 

10. If Petitioner has re-married: date:................. place: ............................... To whom? ................................... 

Petitioner’s other marriages or annulments received/pending: ..................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 
 
 FORM C: 2 (rev 10//10) 



 
 

11. Name of Petitioner’s current/intended spouse: ............................................................................................. 

Religious and baptismal information: ........................................................................................................... 

Marital history of current/intended spouse: .................................................................................................. 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

Annulment(s) received: ................................................................................................................................. 

Case(s) pending: ............................................................................................................................................ 

 
12. Are there witnesses available who can testify to the formative years of the parties, their courtship and the 

circumstances which led to their decision to marry?  How many? ..............  
 
13. Church Law requires that the other party (Respondent) be contacted.  A good faith effort must be done to 

locate the Respondent.  If the current address and telephone number are unknown, please note the steps taken 
to locate the Respondent and the Respondent’s relatives.  

 

..................................................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

14.  A. Has the Petitioner been informed that the processing of a Formal case of Nullity can take over a year 
starting from the date of interview at the Tribunal and after all requested forms have been submitted to the 
Tribunal? ..............................................  

 
B. Has the Petitioner been told that, under Canon Law, clergy are not free to begin future marriage 
arrangements until and unless the final decision of the Court of Second Instance is affirmative and all 
conditions for future marriage imposed by the Court of First Instance (Oakland) are met? ............….  
 
C. Has the Petitioner understood that the completion of any Tribunal paperwork is no guarantee of an 
affirmative outcome and that the Diocese of Oakland and its officials are not responsible for delays caused by 
non-cooperation of the Respondent and witnesses; noncompliance of the Petitioner with the Tribunal’s 
process and policies? ................................  

 
D. Has the Petitioner been informed that both parties have the right to review and respond to both the Acts 
(Petitioner, Respondent, witness testimonies & documents) and the Judicial Sentence in due course? ……  

 

Any comments or difficulties with this policy?  Please note them here or contact the Tribunal:  

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

E. Has the Petitioner ever presented a case to any Tribunal in the past?  If so, where? 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

FORM C: 3 (rev 9/10) 



15.  A. Has the Petitioner been informed that there is a fee which Petitioners are expected to pay as a portion of 
the Tribunal’s expenses in processing the case?      Yes -� 
 

B.  Can the Petitioner pay this fee, either in full or in installments?   Yes -�  No-� 

 
C. A non-refundable filing fee of $100 is attached to this Form C:               Yes -� 

 
If the Petitioner is absolutely incapable of paying any part of the fee for the foreseeable future, please 
attached is a note of explanation & petition for special consideration.  

 

The Petitioner has 3 months to complete the packet of case materials to be sent by the Tribunal. Extensions 
should be requested by telephone/writing or the $100 fee will be forfeited.  

 

I have been informed of and understand all the above. I sign my name in acceptance of the Tribunal’s policies, in 

confirmation of the truthfulness of the information I have given and in appointment of the under-signed Pastoral 

Minister as my Advocate in this case.  
 
 
________________________________________________ _________________________ 

Signature of the Petitioner      Date  

 
FOR THE PASTORAL MINISTER/ADVOCATE ONLY  

 

I know the Petitioner… Well-�     Somewhat-�     Not at all-�     I know the intended spouse only-� 

 
Do you believe the Petitioner to be sincere? ....................................................................................................................  

 
Possible canonical grounds for the invalidity of this marriage: .......................................................................................  

. .........................................................................................................................................................................................  

..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

The Petitioner desires this investigation for: A new Marriage in the Church-� Convalidation-� 

RCIA candidate-� Religious vocation-� 

 

Does the Petitioner reside within the boundaries of your Parish? Yes-�   No-� 

 
  If no, why is Petition being presented through you? .............................................................................................. 
 
In which Parish does the Petitioner actually reside? .......................................................................................................  
 
I verify that the above information is correct insofar as I know.  I accept the pastoral responsibility of Advocate in 
this case.  I understand that this will entail a continuous ministry of support and encouragement of the Petitioner. I 
have informed the Petitioner that there can be no date set for a future marriage until and unless a final, affirmative 
decision is reached. 
 
 
________________________________________________ Dated: _________________________  
Signature of Pastoral Minister/Advocate  
 

Date this Form C received by the Tribunal:....................................   

FORM C: page 4 (rev 9/10)


