	DIOCESE OF OAKLAND, 2121 HARRISON STREET, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94612-3788

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LIGAMEN CASES
Form L
Description:  Ligamen cases refer to those involving one party who was validly married before and whose marriage has not been terminated by death before a subsequent union, which has also ended in divorce.  Ligamen cases generally involve marriages among non-Catholics.

THERE ARE TO BE NO PLANS FOR A NEW MARRIAGE 

UNTIL A FINAL DECISION IS REACHED BY THE TRIBUNAL.

The object of the inquiry is to establish, as far as possible:

1)  The validity of the original marriage.

2)  The religion of both parties; i.e., that it was not a Lack of Form. 

3)  That the original marriage was the first marriage for both parties.

4)  That the previous spouse was still living when the party entered into another marriage.

A $50.00 filing fee is to accompany this application.


	Name of Priest/Advocate


	Name of Parish

	Street Address
	City, Zip Code, Telephone





	PETITIONER – Party “C”
	RESPONDENT – Party “A”

	Full Name
	Full Name

	Maiden Name if Woman
	Maiden Name if Woman

	Street Address
	Street Address

	City                                      Zip Code
	City                                       Zip Code

	Present Telephone Number(s)
	Present Telephone Number(s)

	Date and Place of Birth
	Date and Place of Birth

	What Number Marriage is This?

Circle One:                              1   2   3   4   5 
	What Number Marriage is This?

Circle One:                               1   2   3   4   5

	Religion
	Religion

	Date and Place of Baptism
	Date and Place of Baptism

	Age at Time or Marriage
	Age at Time of Marriage:


SEE REVERSE

An Outline of a Typical Ligamen Case:   Please fill in all of the blanks.

	“A”                                                                 married “B”                                                          Date _______________

                 (Respondent)                                                                                                 
Religion:                                                       Religion: 

	“A”                                                                 divorced “B”                                                          Date  _______________



	“A”                                                                 married “C”                                                          Date _______________

                                                                                                                                        (Petitioner)

Religion:                                                       Religion

	“A”                                                                 divorced “C”                                                          Date  _______________



	“C”                                         petitions for a Declaration of Nullity because 'A' was still bound to marriage

with “B”  at the time  “C”  married  “A”.  “C” now wishes to marry______________________________



	If there is a variation from the above outline, please explain below:

	


	Has the intended spouse been previously married?  Yes - (         No - (
If yes, has the declaration of nullity been granted?  Yes - (         No - (
If so, please indicate the Diocese  ___________________  Protocol No.  ______________  Date  ______________________


	Are all obligations toward former spouses and/or children being met?  Yes - (         No - (
If no, please include a detailed explanation on a separate sheet of paper.



	DOCUMENT CHECK LIST:
              Marriage License* of “A” and “B”

              Final Divorce Decree of the marriage of “A” and “B”

              Marriage License* of “A” and “C”

              Final Divorce Decree for the marriage of “A” and “C”

                                                                   If any of the above records are unavailable, please explain.
*The Tribunal needs a document that indicates possible previous marriage(s) of one of the parties.  For California: Only the ‘Certificate of Registry of Marriage’ (aka License & Certificate of Marriage). Is referred to as the Long Form.  A Short Form (Certified Abstract) is not acceptable.  For Nevada: Usually two documents: ‘Marriage Certificate’ from County Recorder and ‘Affidavit of Application for Marriage License’ from County Clerk make up the complete record.  Elsewhere:  The Application for the License & Marriage Certificate. Whatever documentation is the complete record of the marriage.  


	The Petitioner must be advised that should the case be accepted, there are expenses involved which the Petitioner will be asked to bear.  These fees total $200.00, including the $50.00 filing fee, which should accompany this completed form.

Is the Petitioner able to pay the expenses involved?  Yes - (         No - (
If no, please explain briefly:




	I, the undersigned, hereby petition the Tribunal of the Diocese of Oakland to investigate the canonical validity of my marriage to the forenamed Respondent due to the impediment of prior bond (Ligamen):

Petitioner:   ____________________________________________   Date:  ___________________

I verify that the above-information is correct insofar as I know.  I accept the pastoral responsibility of Advocate in this case.  I understand that this will entail a continuous pastoral ministry of support and encouragement toward the Petitioner during the processing of this case.  I have informed the Petitioner that there are to be NO PLANS FOR MARRIAGE UNTIL A FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED BY THE TRIBUNAL.

Advocate:   ____________________________________________   Date:  ___________________
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PLEASE NOTE:  This form must be completed by the Priest or Deacon, not the Petitioner.

